Rubric for Genetics application initial review

Academic performance (coursework)

Top candidates will have excellent grades, particularly in STEM courses. The student should have a clearly demonstrated commitment to biological sciences and STEM disciplines. Coursework in genetics is essential. Students with an undergraduate GPA of less than 3.0 can only be admitted on probation and generally should not be considered. Additional weight may be given to students who completed courses that indicate a commitment to promoting inclusivity and diversity.

	1
(Outstanding)
	2
	3
	4
	5
(Unacceptable)

	Top-scoring GPAs. Primarily focus on STEM and genetics classes. Clearly demonstrated commitment to biological sciences.
	
	Solid GPA scores. Some demonstrated commitment to STEM and genetics. 
	
	Undergraduate GPA of less than 3. Little to no focus on STEM classes. Lack of experience in genetics.





Research experience

Candidates with substantial experience in a research environment outside of coursework over extended periods merit the best scores. Top candidates may also have concrete research accomplishments, such as publications. Experience in a laboratory that hosts graduate students also favors a stronger score. Candidates with more limited extracurricular research experience or who have only participated in labs within courses should receive less favorable scores. Applicants with no research experience and lack of demonstrated effort to obtain such experience generally should not be considered. 

	1
(Outstanding)
	2
	3
	4
	5
(Unacceptable)

	Substantial experience in research environment over extended periods (e.g. multiple years). Concrete accomplishments such as publications.
	
	Some experience in a research lab outside of classes. 
	Occasional or inconsistent time within a lab.
	Little to no lab experience. Lack of demonstrated efforts to gain research experience.



Recommendation letters

Top-scoring candidates will have letters that are uniformly supportive from referees who have had direct interactions with the applicant. Better scores should be given to an applicant whose referees have held long-term faculty positions and can discuss the candidate’s potential as a researcher. Letters should address the applicant’s personal qualities, with top scores going to those who have positive personal attributes, such as enthusiasm for science, strong self-motivation, ability to work well with others, perseverance in the face of challenges, etc. Less favorable scores are merited if referees are vague or provide little detailed support, have had limited direct interactions with the candidate, and provide only a generic letter.

	1
(Outstanding)
	2
	3
	4
	5
(Unacceptable)

	Uniformly supportive from all referees, who have had direct interactions with applicant. Referees are experienced individuals such as long-term faculty and can assess candidate’s potential. Referees consistently speak to candidate’s positive attributes and accomplishments, such as enthusiasm for sciences, strong self-motivation, ability to work with others, and perseverance in the face of adversity.

	
	Generally supportive letters that point to candidate’s strengths and commitment to biological sciences. Referees are less experienced. Referees are able to speak to direct experiences working with the candidate.
	Variable letters from referees.
	Referees are vague or provide little support for the candidate. Referees have had limited direct interactions with the candidate and provide generic letters. Letters do not provide concrete details about candidate’s positive traits.





Personal statement

Personal statements that score best should be well-written and address the candidate’s preparation and motivation to attend graduate school, describe their research experience(s) in some detail, mention why they are specifically interested in Stony Brook and the Genetics Program, and indicate their future research/career interests. Description of personal experiences and challenges and how they have impacted the candidate’s perspectives, as well as self-reflection about their unique strengths and weaknesses, also favors a better score. Personal statements that address only some of these points or do so inadequately should receive less favorable scores. 

	1
(Outstanding)
	2
	3
	4
	5
(Unacceptable)

	Well-written statement with convincing commitment to genetics. Provides concrete details about interest in our graduate program. Demonstrates consideration of long-term future and career interests. Self-reflection of their unique strengths and weaknesses. Describes their personal experiences and how they have strengthened the candidate’s perspectives.
	
	Well-written statement describing interest in biological sciences. Some or generic details about interest in SBU environment. Some evidence of consideration of career goals with graduate studies. Some details about personal experiences that have provided them with important perspectives.
	
	Poorly written statement providing little to no details about motivations for pursuing our graduate program. Lack of details regarding interest in biological sciences or genetics. Provides little or unconvincing details about their strengths and weaknesses.




