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Program in Writing and Rhetoric 
Spring 2025 E-Newsletter from Chair, Peter Khost 
Dear Alumni, Students, and Friends of the PWR Community, 
I regret having to open this letter with news of the passing of Peter Elbow. For those of you who don't know, Peter Elbow was one of the most influential members of the field of Writing Studies. He directed the PWR from 1982-1987 and, together with associate director Pat Belanoff, brought national acclaim to our unit for its innovative portfolio assessment system and corresponding "community of writers" curriculum. You can read more about that and our program history here. 
Amidst the disruptions and uncertainty affecting higher education today, I find it comforting to know that Elbow’s principles laid out in his works, particularly Writing Without Teachers (1973) and Writing with Power: Techniques for Mastering the Writing Process (1981) are still practiced and ingrained in our writing curriculum. Additionally, Prof. Elbow would be proud of how far our program has come with the launch of a Writing minor fourteen years ago, our launch in Fall 2025 of a Bachelor's of Arts degree in Rhetoric and Writing, and our imminent status change from program to department. He would also be proud that the PWR will be well represented by eleven PWR faculty in April at our flagship organization, the Conference on College Composition and Communication’s (CCCC), annual conference in April. 
Faculty News 
A warm welcome to our new lecturer Michael Loncar. Michael’s office is with the PAE faculty in Humanities room 2009. Please stop by and say hi. Dr. Loncar is an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) professional with over 25 years of university teaching experience in academic writing, composition, speech and presentation, computer-assisted language learning, literature, linguistics, and creative writing both in the US and Taiwan. He has an MFA in poetry writing from U. of Michigan, and a PhD in Linguistics and Language Learning from Cheng Kung University in Taiwan. His creative work includes a book of poems, numerous short films, and a number of songs, EPs, and albums. Michael’s academic research is focused on language learning, academic writing, collaborative learning, educational technology (asynchronous online discussion), computer-assisted 
[image: Stony Brook University College of Arts and Sciences logo]
1
[image: Stony Brook University logo][image: SUNY logo]
Program in Writing and Rhetoric 
language learning, and technology-mediated writing feedback and peer review. 
Conversely, we say a sad goodbye to retiring lecturer Patricia Benolich, who has been with the program since 2008 and got her Masters and PhD from Stony Brook University between 1995-2006. We also bid farewell to Laura Lisabeth, who joined us in 2018. We wish them the very best of luck. 
Faculty Highlights 
Ana Cortés won a FAHSS grant to continue her qualitative study on vaccines in Chile. 
Katy Johnston’s book Profiles and Plotlines: Data Surveillance in Twenty-First Century Literature was awarded the 2024 Perkins Prize for best book in narrative by the International Society in the Study of Narrative. It also won the Best Book Prize from the International Society for the Study of Narrative (ISSN). 
Katy Johnston and Matthew Salzano were part of a group who reviewed an installation by Josie Williams at the Zuccaire Gallery called "Eye to Eye" for the journal Dialogues on Digital Society. They used an open peer review process, which means the artist will compose a response to all the people who reviewed their work. You can read the review here. 
Laura Marciano’s second book of poetry, Opening Ceremony, has been reviewed in the Montreal Review of Books, the Montreal Guardian, and in the feminist literature publication Room Magazine. She will read from the collection at 12:30pm on March 10th in the Poetry Center in the Humanities building. 
Ryan Mitchell has won a 2025-26 Humanities Institute at Stony Brook Faculty Fellowship and will use the fellowship to finish his book AIDS & Embodied Risk: Inventing Safer Sex. Ryan had also published “A Reflection on Archival Liberation and Power” in the latest issue of the Journal for the History of Rhetoric. In this piece, he and his collaborators outline critical methodological strategies for decolonizing institutional archives, asking what happens when we move beyond a focus on recovery and toward an active interrogation of the infrastructural and spatial dynamics that shape how we encounter the materials we use to write rhetorical histories. 
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projects (translating from French two novels) and for writing an essay on "A Rhetoric of Translation that Resists Cultural Domestication." Rita received the NYSCA grant through the SUNY Foundation. 
Shyam Sharma has been promoted to full professor in the Program in Writing and Rhetoric. Congratulations, Shyam! He also published an article advocating for locally grounded scholarship, titled "Fostering Knowledge Enrootment,” and he published an article about the impact of technology on writing and literacy education, titled "Responding to Technology-Induced Transformations in Writing Education.” Along with Rose Tirotta-Esposito and Christine Fena, Shyam received a $42,000 grant from the AI3 Institute to develop an AI-integrated Writing in the Disciplines support initiative. 
Roger Thompson's RhetAI Coalition now has more than 70 members from 15 countries across 5 continents, 30 universities, 20 companies and NGOs, and includes 14 scholars from SBU (8 being from the PWR). Also included are 2 former SBU students and 1 former SBU grad student, all of whom took courses with our faculty. 
Stephanie Wade’s article co-authored with Chris Thaiss, "Writing Science in the First Year of College: Why It Matters to STEM Students and How STEM Students Benefit from It” was published in Writing Spaces, Volume 5. 
Student Spotlight 
Laci Burton is a University Scholar majoring in English with minors in Writing & Rhetoric, and Women’s & Gender Studies. She is a participant in the English Department’s Honors Program and has written a senior capstone thesis under the direction of Dr. Susan Scheckel (English) which explores how Shirley Jackson’s The Haunting of Hill House draws upon the psychoanalytic theory of Dr. Nandor Fodor. She is also working on additional capstone projects under the supervision of PWR’s Dr. Sara Santos and Dr. Liz Montegary (Women's and Gender Studies). Last summer, Laci received URECA support to fund her travel and archival research at the Library of Congress where she read Shirley Jackson’s unpublished journals, letters and notebooks and made some original findings. She is currently working on a publication of her discoveries and has presented her work at the SBU Graduate Conference (February 2024); and will be presenting later this month at the national Sigma Tau Delta convention in Pittsburgh, PA and the Purdue University Literary, Interdisciplinary, Theory, and Culture Organization Symposium in West Lafayette, IN (March 2025). Long term, Laci plans to pursue graduate studies in English relating to gender and sexuality studies.  
Laci was the first SBU undergraduate selected for the National Humanities Leadership Council (NHLC) hosted by the National Humanities Center in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina (November 2022-June 2023), and in this capacity undertook a research 
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project that included a personal interview with Hannah Laycock, an artist inspired by her journey with multiple sclerosis; and culminated in a presentation on disability advocacy research. During this time, Laci was also active with the Herstory Writers network where she shared personal narratives of her experience as a disabled person. 
On campus, Laci has served on the Dean’s Advisory Council and played a key role in organizing a Humanities Research Day last spring. Laci is a member of the English Department’s Advisory Council and has served as Event Coordinator, Outreach Coordinator and now President of the Alpha Nu Zeta English Honor Society. She is a dedicated senior tutor and Global Affairs Coordinator for the Writing Center; and a Teaching Assistant for WRT 102. 
Until next time, stay warm as spring makes its way to us, and keep in touch by sharing your good news with us. Also, check our PWR website, where you can catch the latest news about us, and where we are now housing the E-Newsletter Archives under our “About” page. Read about our award-winning faculty, listen to more minors' testimonies about the benefits of the Writing and Rhetoric or Professional Writing minor, and watch for more changes as we gear up to become a department and offer our new BA. See us on Instagram @writrhet_stonybrook, X (formerly Twitter) @SBUWritRhet and Facebook page @writingandrhetoricatstonybrook. 
To our community of writers who have graduated and our faculty who have retired, please keep us posted on your academic adventures and successes. We would love to keep in touch with you. You can contact us at writingprogram@stonybrook.edu or on social media: Instagram @writrhet_stonybrook, X (formerly Twitter) @SBUWritRhet, and Facebook @writingandrhetoricatstonybrook, or send a note to PWR Communications and Marketing Director MaryAnn Duffy (maryann.duffy@stonybrook.edu) or PWR Emerging Technologies Coordinator Cynthia Davidson (cynthia.davidson@stonybrook.edu). We want to hear from you! 
Best wishes, 
Peter H. Khost, Ph.D. 
Director and Associate Professor 
Program in Writing and Rhetoric 
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