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Alt text and long descriptions provide essential information to users who cannot see images, such as those who are visually impaired.
Alt text offers a brief, concise description of an image, allowing screen readers to convey the image's content and purpose. This ensures that all users can understand the context and significance of the visual elements.
Long descriptions are used for more complex images, like charts or diagrams, providing detailed explanations that capture all the critical information. For example, you'll need a long description if an image contains complex elements, multiple objects, or important details that need to be understood clearly. This is very commonly needed for images related to STEM fields.
Together, these tools ensure that visual content is accessible to everyone, promoting inclusivity and equal access to information.
Important: Under the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG),  Guideline 1.1(opens in a new tab) requires Alt Text be provided for any non-text content. The only situation where Alt Text would not be provided is if the image has been marked as decorative. Long descriptions may only be needed for complex non-text content (e.g., a chart or a graph).
[bookmark: _Toc188603847]Long Description Example
Alt text: "An illustrated diagram of the human heart."
Long Description: "A detailed illustration of the human heart. It is is depicted in a cutaway view, revealing internal structures such as the atria, ventricles, veins, arteries, and valves. The heart’s sections, such as the aorta, pulmonary valve, right atrium, left atrium, right ventricle, and left ventricle are pictured. There are arrows signaling how blood flows between the sections."
[image: Figure 5. A diagram of the human heart. Source: "Diagram of the human heart(opens in a new tab)" by Wapcaplet, Yaddah is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0(opens in a new tab).]
Figure 1 A diagram of the human heart. Source: "Diagram of the human heart(opens in a new tab)" by Wapcaplet, Yaddah is licensed under CC BY-SA 3.0(opens in a new tab).
[bookmark: _Toc188603848]Long Description Placement
Long descriptions can be included in a variety of places. Content creators need to determine what works best based on how many descriptions there are and the organization of their content overall.
The choices are:
1. The most popular method is to place it close to the image, either in the text's main body or in a separate section further down the page/document, like an appendix.
2. It can be placed in a different webpage or section of the course, like an "Extended Descriptions" section.
Include a note in the alt-text of the image with the location of the lengthy description, wherever you choose to include it. For example, you could say "An extended description of this image is included on this page." If it is on a different webpage page/section of the course, you could say, "For an extended description, go to the [insert title of the page with a link]."
Note: include a link back to the original image/page after your long description, so your audience can find their way back to where they left off.
Writing Tips
· Examine the text next to the picture; it might have already described it, in which case a lengthy description is not necessary. Additionally, it might employ words that belong in your description.
· Lengthy descriptions should begin with a brief synopsis or description of the image before going into greater detail. This primarily enables the reader to comprehend the original idea.
· Ask yourself, what is the purpose of this image? Focus on describing the key information.
· Describe every component or element necessary to comprehend the image's meaning and purpose. If you have any questions, you might want to consult with a colleague or an expert in the field.
· There's no set format for a long description, it can be one paragraph or multiple; it can be in a list format if that best helps you organize/convey the image. If your image is data heavy, it may be best to use a table.
· Consider breaking up the image into sections (quadrants or clock-wise) if you need to explain exactly where something is placed within the frame.
If you're writing out a math equation, MathSpeak (opens in a new tab)offers a grammar guide for writing out equations that can be helpful.
[bookmark: _Toc188603849]Video Resource
Watch the 4-minute video Accessible Graphs, Charts and Maps (opens in a new tab) on how to make graphs, charts, and maps accessible.
[bookmark: _Toc188603850]Learn More About Document Accessibility
For more information about document accessibility, please reach out to CELT by emailing celt@stonybrook.edu (opens in a new tab).
To view additional tutorials and resources, visit CELT's Accessibility page (opens in a new tab).
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Figure 2 Stony Brook University's logo
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